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A PORT 

 

The taste for rhythm and beauty. 

 

 A PORT is a delightful place of rest for a soul weary of life’s 

battles. The vastness of the sky, the mobile architecture of the 

clouds, the changing colouration of the sea, the twinkling of the 

lights, are a prism marvelously fit to amuse the eyes without ever 

tiring them. The slender shapes of the ships with their complicated 

rigging, to which the surge lends harmonious oscillations, serve to 

sustain within the soul the taste for rhythm and beauty. Also, and 

above all, for the man who no longer possesses either curiosity or 
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ambition, there is a kind of mysterious aristocratic pleasure in 

contemplating, while lying on the belvedere or resting his elbows on 

the jetty-head, all these movements of men who are leaving and men 

who are returning, of those who still have the strength to will, desire 

to travel or to enrich themselves. (p.65) 
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